
AP Spanish Language Syllabus 

Course overview 
The AP® Spanish Language course is the equivalent of a third year college course in Advanced Spanish 

writing and conversation.  Building on practices and principles established in Spanish 1 and taught 

throughout our entire course sequence, the class is conducted entirely in Spanish with authentic 

materials from the Spanish-speaking world.  Throughout the course , students should be able to use the 

Spanish language to do the following: 

 Understand authentic dialogues, lectures, oral presentations, newscasts, newspapers, letters, 

Internet articles, instructions, short stories and poetry. 

 Express themselves on a wide variety of topics by presenting, convincing, arguing, inquiring and 

describing with accuracy and fluency 

 Write formal and informal compositions in a wide variety of styles (e-mail, letters, presentation, 

analysis, synthesis) with appropriate grammatical structure, expanded vocabulary use and 

proper use of register to differentiate between audiences. 

Course outline 
For our AP Spanish Language course, we use the following texts as core materials: 

 Abriendo Paso: Gramática (Boston, MA: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2007) 

 Abriendo Paso: Lectura (Boston, MA: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2007) 

 Triángulo (Sandwich, MA: Wayside Publishing, 2006) 

 AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination (Boston, MA: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2007) 

Students have copies of all texts, which are used to review previously taught principles and provide 

authentic practice.  In addition to the above cited materials, we also use resources from the Internet, 

including BBC Mundo, Hispanic radio and television stations, current podcasts, etc. to keep students up 

to date on current affairs in the Spanish-speaking world.  Prior to beginning the AP Spanish Language 

course, students have finished a comprehensive 4-year program to teach the essential principles of 

grammar and vocabulary.  Therefore, our focus in AP Spanish is not to teach grammar principles and 

basic vocabulary, but rather to incorporate them into the skills needed to perform well on the AP 

Spanish exam and in the real world of communication.  The Abriendo Paso books are used as review and 

reference to allow students the recycling and necessary practice required of advanced communication. 

Term exams are all based on the format of the AP Spanish Language Exam by including reading, 

listening, cloze, writing and speaking passages.  Exams from the first 2 quarters are based on themes 

previously discussed in class in order to orient students to the format of the exam.  Beginning in 2nd 

semester, students will see new themes in their exams, building on principles practiced together in class. 

In addition to the above-cited materials, we also use preparation materials from the National Spanish 

Exam, level 4, administered by AATSP.  All students take this test in March. 



Vocabulary/Grammar Scope and Sequence (see Sample classroom activities below for 

further information).  Since we have previously covered all of this material in prior Spanish courses, the 

purpose of our grammatical study is to strengthen communication ability through constant review.  The 

chapters listed in the tables below are meant as a guide, and we will review the Pasos / Appendices as 

needed throughout the year based on writing and speaking needs.  Generally, we spend part of 2 days a 

week reviewing grammatical principles (including completing cloze-type exercises found on the A.P. 

exam).  During speaking or writing activities, concepts are reviewed as needed.  It is important to note 

that all concepts are used from the beginning of the year, not as introduced or reviewed in the following 

chart. Vocabulary is introduced to strengthen a student’s ability to communicate in the four key areas.  

Students are not given long lists of vocabulary merely to memorize and regurgitate on vocabulary tests.  

Because of vertical alignment and long-term preparation for the A.P. test, they have already seen well a 

great majority of the themes / words presented below.  They are expected to recognize and use 

appropriate vocabulary in the required communication tasks. 

First semester: 

 Chapters from Abriendo Paso Vocabulary areas (from Triángulo 
and the National Spanish Exam) 

1 Unidad  1: La narración y la descripción en el pasado Personality traits (NSE); el prójimo 
(Triángulo ch. IX) 

2 Unidad  2: La descripción de nuestros alrededores: 
diferencias y semejanzas 

La música y la literatura (NSE); el 
ocio (Triángulo ch. V) 

3 Unidad 3: La narración y la descripción en el presente El gobierno y la politica, la idealogía, 
las elecciones (NSE); De todo un 
poco (Triángulo ch. X) 

4 Unidad 4: Cómo expresar deseos y obligaciones el arte, la arquitectura, la historia del 
arte, la pintura (NSE); el ocio 
(Triángulo ch. V) 

   

Second semester: 

 Chapters from Abriendo Paso Vocabulary areas (from Triángulo 
and the National Spanish Exam) 

1 Unidad  5: La narración y la descripción en el futuro: 
cómo expresar emoción, duda, negación, probabilidad 
o conjetura 

El correo, La economía, El banco 
(NSE); El comercio (Triángulo ch. VIII) 

2 Unidad  6: La narracón y la descripción en el pasado 
(segunda parte) 

Creencias, ideas, doctrinas, filosofías 
(NSE) 

  Problemas globales y asuntos 
sociales  (NSE); El medio ambiente 
(Triángulo, ch. III) 

  La medicina, los doctores y las 
enfermedades (NSE); La salud 
(Triángulo, ch. II) 

  



Sample Classroom Activities: 

Listening Skills 

 In addition to only using Spanish in the classroom, we do at least one listening activity per day.  

These vary in length, but include radio broadcasts, podcasts, authentic cortometrajes (from 

Revista (Vista Higher Learning), an authentic telenovela (Amor Real), poetry, and other sources, 

including the following websites: 

o CNN en español   www.cnn.com/espanol/ 

o Proficiency exercises  www.laits.utexas.edu/spe/index.html 

o BBC    www.bbcmundo.com 

o Radio Naciones Unidas  www.un.org/radio/es 

o National Spanish Exam  www.nationalspanishexam.org 

 At the beginning of the year, students are asked to identify key information and then share it 

through think-pair-share.  As they develop in their ability to extract the important details, they 

are taught to individually outline and finally synthesize key information in preparation for 

listening comprehension questions. 

 Throughout Spanish 1 – Spanish AP, students have been introduced to 10-12 authentic songs 

per year.  These are drawn from popular, folk and classical genres.  In AP Spanish, we continue 

learning and singing new songs as well as reviewing previous songs.  This helps with grammar, 

vocabulary, pronunciation, enthusiasm and serves as an introduction to rhetorical language. 

 We rely on the listening practice exercises for the National Spanish Exam, level 4 as additional 

sources of information.  Preparing for this test helps the students build the necessary 

confidence to do well on the AP test. 

 At least once a week (or more, in later terms) students are expected to respond to listening 

passages by writing in a reflection journal, often with specific prompts based around those of 

the AP Spanish Language exam.  These are shared orally with peers and reviewed weekly by the 

teacher to improve writing and synthesis skills. 

 Students are also expected to listen to authentic Spanish on their own each week.  A summary 

of this listening is turned in quarterly. 

Reading Skills 

 Authentic Literature:  Our hope is that every student in AP Spanish Language will continue to the 

AP Spanish Literature course in their senior year.  To that end, we begin introducing authentic 

literature in Spanish 2, continue in Spanish 3 and in AP Spanish we introduce several works 

throughout the year to motivate them to continue and to give them authentic reading practice.  

We also draw from Abriendo Paso: Lectura, including works from authors found on the AP 

Spanish Literature required reading list. 

o 1st quarter: 

 Horacio Quiroga (El hijo) 

 Emilia Pardo Bazán (El décimo, Las medias rojas) 

 Juan Rulfo (No oyes ladrar los perros) 

 Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer (Rima LIII, Rima XI) 

http://www.cnn.com/espanol/
http://www.laits.utexas.edu/spe/index.html
http://www.bbcmundo.com/
http://www.un.org/radio/es
http://www.nationalspanishexam.org/


o 2nd quarter: 

 Julio Cortázar (Continuidad de los parques, La puerta condenada) 

 Sabine R. Ulibbarí (Un oso y un amor, Mi caballo mago) 

 Pablo Neruda (Me gusta cuando callas, Oda al tomate) 

o 3rd quarter: 

 Gabriel García Márquez (La viuda de Montiel, Un día de estos) 

 Isabel Allende (Cartas de amor traicionado, Dos palabras) 

 Versos sencillos (José Martí) 

o 4th quarter: 

 Sergio Vodanovíc (El delantal blanco) 

 Jorge Luis Borges (Emma Zunz, el Sur) 

 Antonio Machado (Proverbios y cantares, XXIX; Soledades, II) 

 In addition to the above-mentioned literature, students also read current events and cultural 

information weekly.  These serve as sources for synthesis activities (similar to those describe 

above in the listening section) where students identify key points and then discuss them in pairs, 

groups, or as an entire class.  Source material comes from Spanish newspapers, blogs, 

preparation materials from the course textbooks, Revista (Vista Higher Learning), then Internet 

and any other current source we can identify.  The following websites are some of those used to 

identify authentic materials: 

o El Mundo   elmundo.es/ 

o La Nación   www.nacion.com 

o Prensaescrita.com  www.prensaescrita.com/ 

o BBC    www.bbcmundo.com 

o National Spanish Exam  www.nationalspanishexam.org 

 Because this is an Advanced Placement course, students are expected to read, understand, 

discuss and defend certain points of view with each passage read.  In previous grades, much 

effort was dedicated to helping them learn how to comprehend a passage.  In this course, the 

focus is analysis, synthesis and criticism of what they have read.  They are given opportunities to 

do so in speech and writing.  Sometimes this will be in groups, other times as individuals in order 

to give proper practice for the AP exam. 

 Students will also be given the opportunity to write in their reflection journals weekly (more 

frequently as the year progresses).  A variety of AP-style prompts are given for the students to 

respond. 

 Students are also expected to read on their own each week.  They may select materials of their 

choosing in Spanish.  A summary of this reading is turned in quarterly. 

Writing skills: 

Students practice writing in both formal and informal contexts.  They maintain a writing journal, in 

which they are frequently asked to respond to prompts based on reading or listening (see above 

sections).  In addition, they are asked weekly to write informally in contexts such as e-mails, journal 

entries, letters, notes to peers or teachers, thank you letters, requests, blogs, etc.   

http://www.nacion.com/
http://www.prensaescrita.com/
http://www.bbcmundo.com/
http://www.nationalspanishexam.org/


Most formal writing is based on either listening or reading sources, or often a combination of the two.  

Students are taught to respond to such prompts by first carefully outlining their position, then stating 

that position and defending it with specific textual examples.  Because formal essays make up a large 

percent of their A.P. score, they will write one every 2-3 weeks (more frequently in the second 

semester) in addition to their journal entries which are several times a week. 

Because the AP Spanish Language exam also has a grammatical component (essay writing, cloze 

passages), we also take some time each week to review grammatical principles and complete related 

exercises.  Each essay written is graded with a system in which errors are identified by number 

(according to a key provided to each student) and then they are required to identify the error, correct it, 

and resubmit the essay.  The school provides adequate preparation time so that these essays may be 

scored in a timely fashion. 

Speaking skills: 

Since 6th grade, our students have learned the importance of only speaking Spanish in the classroom.  

Many of them have travelled to Spanish speaking countries for church service or educational purposes.   

Prior to entering AP Spanish, they have had 4-5 years of speaking practice and they are accustomed to 

presenting and sharing their opinions in the target language and responding to each others comments.  

10% of their overall grade is based on a Spanish declaration, which represents their dedication to only 

speak Spanish in the classroom.  I believe that the more I can get them to speak, the more confident 

they will be in all aspects of Spanish. 

The following is a brief list of some of the speaking activities we do on a weekly basis: 

 Impromptu conversations (based on OPI situations and similar language prompts) 

 Prepared dialogs / conversastions based on thematic elements (similar to the AP informal 

speech section) 

 Dynamic situations (students have a situation card but don’t know how they fit into the other 

situations) 

 In-class skits, both prepared and impromptu 

 Persuasive speeches to the class 

 Cultural or Historical presentations, including a study of art, literature, history, film, etc. 

 Think-pair-share and Socratic method conversations 

 Interviews with “famous” Hispanic personalities, living and dead 

 News programs based on materials read or heard in class 

 Debates on the fairness or correctness of certain aspects of the culture 

 Conversation circles based on reading or listening activities 

 Contextual situations to review areas from previous years 

Students are graded on each speaking activity, but they are also given a formal speaking evaluation at 

least twice a term.  In these activities, they are given a prompt similar to those found in the AP exam and 

they record their response in the lab for teacher grading and feedback. 


